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Burglars jailed for 
nationwide crimes
 

How to spot the signs of 
domestic abuse 

Get involved and tell us 
what’s going on 

Volunteers keeping our 
roads safe 

ISSUE 03 2013

Two men behind burglaries 
in Little Stoke and Winter-
bourne have been jailed for 
12 years between them. 

The men, aged 32 and 20, 
admitted conspiracy to burgle 
42 homes across the country 
last autumn and winter. The 
older man was jailed for seven 
years and the younger for five. 

In some cases, the criminals 
talked their way into the house,
in others they got in through an 
open door or window. As well 
as cash, jewellery and 
electrical items were stolen. 

Superintendent Keith 
McCoubrey, our lead on the 
fight against doorstep crime, 
said: “Thankfully these cases 
are not common and there’s a 
lot people can do to deter 
these despicable criminals.” 

Remember:  
 It’s your doorstep, your 

decision 
 If you’re not sure, don’t 

open the door 
 Lock up and draw the 

curtains as it gets dark 
 Look out for family and 

friends who may be 
vulnerable  

 If you’re in any doubt 
about an unexpected 
visitor, call us on 101. 
We’d prefer to have a call 
in good faith  

STOP PRESS: Prosecutors, 
supported by police, referred 
the sentencing to the Attorney 
General as being too low.  

It is due to be reviewed by the 
Appeal Court in September. 



 

 

 

Caring or controlling? 

Do you know the signs of domestic 
abuse?  

Bruises are not the only signs of domestic 
abuse. We’re keen to make sure people 
know about the other ways abusers control 
their victims, which can include: 
• Checking phones and e-mails 
• Keeping family and friends away 
• Controlling finances 

• Checking up  
• Constant belittling 

What should you do if you think someone 
you know is being abused? 

• Give them the opportunity to talk to you  
• Don’t try to tell them what to do, but 

help them find information and support 
services 

• If you see or hear someone being 
violently abused call 999 straight away 

It could save a life. 

The new legal definition of domestic abuse 
which came into force earlier this year is: 
Any incident or pattern of incidents of 
controlling, coercive or threatening 
behaviour, violence or abuse between those 
aged 16 or over who are or have been 
intimate partners or family members, 
regardless of gender or sexuality. 
 
DI Matt Iddon, who heads the South 
Gloucestershire Public Protection Unit, said: 
“We have had teenagers and people in their 
80s coming forward to report abuse. It can 
happen to anyone. If you are suffering, we 
can help you. If you fear someone you know 
is at risk, please, share your concerns.”  
 
Report your concerns by calling 101 or at 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact 

 

ARE YOU WORRIED SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS SUFFERING DOMESTIC ABUSE? 

 

“I’m here to represent you” 

“I’m here to make sure you have a 
voice in policing and that the police 
are responding to local needs.” 

Since the last edition I’ve put £82,000 
to cutting crime and disorder in South 
Gloucestershire. Through the comm-
unity safety grant I’ve funded domestic 
violence services, a youth outreach 
group and substance misuse services. 

Local groups have also benefited from 
over £6,000 from the Commissioner’s 
Community Action Fund. The money 
has gone towards projects such as 
South Gloucestershire’s Disability and 
Equality Network who offer support 
and advice to victims as well as 
organise local events in order to raise 
awareness of disablist hate crime. 

Have your say on policing £s 

I’d like to know how much you would 
be prepared to pay towards policing 
next year. Have your say online at 
www.consultation.avonandsomerset. 
police.uk. The choices are to freeze 
the policing part of the council tax or 
raise it by between 6p and 32p a week. 

Best on the beat 

Over 500 nominations were received 
for this year’s Neighbourhood Policing 
Awards. We would like to thank 
everyone that took the time to 
nominate. The first-round shortlisted 
winners for your area can be found 
online. The next edition will have more 
details on the overall Avon and 
Somerset winners. 

 

 

 

YOUR VOICE IN POLICING: COMMISSIONER SUE MOUNTSTEVENS 

 

Help and advice  

Survive 
0117 961 2999  
www.survivedv.org.uk 

Women’s Aid 
0808 2000 247 
www.womensaid.org.uk  

Action on Elder Abuse 
080 8808 8141 
www.elderabuse.org.uk 

Broken rainbow 
0300 999 5428 
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk 

Men’s Advice Line 
England 
0808 801 0327 
www.mensadviceline.org.uk 

Domestic Abuse 
Freephone support line 
0800 69 49 999 

South Gloucestershire 
Council 
01454 868751 

 
 

 
 

Find out about funding 
If you are part of a local group or 
organisation that could benefit 
from funding to help tackle the 
policing priorities, visit the website 

Contact the PCC via the website 
www.avonandsomersetpcc.gov.uk 

Email the PCC at                  
pcc@ avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Call 01275 816 377 
 
 

      
 

     
 

http://www.survivedv.org.uk/
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/
http://www.elderabuse.org.uk/
http://www.brokenrainbow.org.uk/
http://www.avonandsomersetpcc.gov.uk/
http://www.avonandsomersetpcc.gov.uk/
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New face on the beat  

 

A new PC has taken over the role of beat 
manager for the Frenchay, Hambrook and 
Winterbourne area. 

Liz King has more than 26 years’ experience 
with Avon and Somerset Police. 

She has worked in many varied roles within 
the service. Her career has taken her from 
frontline patrols in Bristol to working in child 
protection, via the drug squad, and she has 
spent the past few years on patrol teams 
responding to 999 calls across South 
Gloucestershire. 

She said: “I felt ready for a new challenge 
and wanted to have some longer-term 
projects to work on. I’m really looking 
forward to getting to know and learn about 
the area. I’m joining a good team of PCSOs, 
John Hitchings and Jackie Liminton, who 
know the area well.” 

Outside work Liz enjoys spending time with 
her family at their South Gloucestershire 
home. She also keeps chickens and loves 
walking with her dog. 

 

EXPERIENCED PC JOINS THE TEAM 

 

Detectives are investigating the unexplained 
death of a man whose body was found in 
undergrowth in Bradley Stoke in July. 

We’re not currently treating the death as 
suspicious, pending the results of toxicology 
tests from the post mortem, but are 
preparing a report for the coroner’s inquest. 

The man was in his 40s and from the East 
Midlands. He is thought to have had an 
unconventional lifestyle and travelled widely 
around the country. 

Neighbourhood Sergeant Adrian Fallows 
said: “We have to investigate thoroughly 
and have found no evidence of foul play. 
While sudden death is always upsetting, 
there is no cause for alarm in this case.” 

Man charged 
with assault 

A man has been charged 
with robbery and sexual 
assault after an incident 
in Winterbourne in April. 

It happened at about 
11.15pm, when a woman 
answered the door to a 

man who tried to kiss her 
and took her phone. 

A 32-year-old man of no 
fixed abode appeared in 
Northavon Magistrates 
Court on April 8. The 
court case continues. 

Mark your bike 

Bikes are often top of 
thieves’ wanted list. 

Deter them by marking 
yours with your post-

code and registering it at 
www.immobilise.com.  

 Custody staffing 

We are looking into how 
we can deliver custody 

at our new purpose-built 
PFI custody suite in 

Patchway, and our other 
sites, next spring. This 

includes the possibility of 
contracting a private 

company to manage the 
custody service for us.   

We’d like your views. 
To find out more about 
the proposals and give 

your feedback, visit 
www.avonandsomerset.

police.uk 
 

 
 

Man’s death treated as 
unexplained, not suspicious 
 

OFFICERS INVESTIGATE ON BEHALF OF THE CORONER 

 

 

http://www.immobilise.com/
http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/
http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/
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GET INVOLVED 
There are regular Safer 

Stronger Community Group 
(SSCG) meetings to discuss 
local issues and community 

projects. 
Everyone is welcome: visit 

https://groups/southglos.gov.uk 
to find out more   

 

YOU SAID; WE DID 
You’ve told us of groups of 

youths hanging around a bench 
at the back of Shiels Drive, off 

Brook Way, Bradley Stoke. 

The town council is to move the 
bench to a more overlooked 

location to reduce the problem. 

We’d had reports from local 
people about noisy teenage 
boys at the bench, leaving 

evidence of cannabis use, and 
have patrolled there regularly. 

In fact, PCs Claire Fletcher and 
Steve Palmer had to leave the 
last SSCG meeting to deal with 

a group of lads there. 

They took names and 
addresses, but nothing 

suspicious was found on them. If 
they come to our attention again, 
we’ll be visiting them at home – 
after that we’ll take more formal 

action like an Acceptable 
Behaviour Contract. 

 
 
 

 
 

Speed awareness for everyone! 

 
Volunteers check the speeds of 
around 4,000 vehicles across South 
Gloucestershire on one day in July. 

Almost five per cent were breaking the 
speed limit. In Hortham Lane, Almonds-
bury, more than a third were speeding.  

South Gloucestershire Community Speed 
Watch chair Terry Osborne said: “We aim 
to make our roads safer for everyone. 
We’re all specially trained by the police. 
We don’t have any power to stop or fine 
drivers, but we pass details to officers. 

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH VOLUNTEERS OUT IN FORCE 

 

Neighbourhood Inspector Bob Evely said: 
“We’re grateful to our volunteers for giving 
up their own time to monitor traffic speed. 

“They help us to educate speeders about 
the danger they pose to more vulnerable 
road users, like children and the elderly, 
as well as to themselves. 

“The faster they’re travelling, the less time 
drivers have to react to sudden hazards. 
People are also more likely to be more 
seriously hurt if a collision happens at 
higher speed.” 

Rat run closed for 
celebration 

 
We helped to make sure children from 
Winterbourne were able to mark their 
school’s 200th anniversary safely. 

On Monday July 1, PCSO John Hitchings 
briefly closed Church Lane to allow all 
210 children from St Michael’s Primary 
School and their parents to walk safely 
down to the church for a celebration. 

They were joined by dignitaries including 
the Bishop of Bristol and the Lord 
Lieutenant of Gloucestershire. 

HELPING TO KEEP CHILDREN SAFE 

 

School head Adrian Vye said: “The lane is 
very narrow and we’re really grateful for 
our local officers’ support on this special 
occasion. The children all understand that 
the police officers and PCSOs are there 
to keep everyone safe.” 

PCSO Hitchings said: “I was happy to 
help make sure the children were safe.” 

 

https://groups/southglos.gov.uk
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